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Cross & Crownicle  

Sharing Godõs Love and Promise of Salvation Through ChristSharing Godõs Love and Promise of Salvation Through ChristSharing Godõs Love and Promise of Salvation Through Christ   

Please  update the  
Time and Talent sheet  

enclosed in this newsletter. 
  If you need more for your 
family, please download 
them from the Cross and 

Crown website or pick them 
up in the office.   

www.crosscrown.org 

Pictorial Directories 

have arrived!  

Pick up your copy in the 

church office during  

the week or on  

Sunday morning.   

Attention all 
Cross and 

Crown Men!  
 

  Save Saturday, May 14, 
2011, for the Cross and 
Crown Menôs and Male 
Teensô Retreat at Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries Center, 
Oregon, Illinois -- on over 
600 acres of woods and 
plains, hills, and rock out-
croppings. 
 

Please phone the church 
office today to make a  

reservation 
815-623-6853 

Cross and Crown  

Jubilee Rummage  

and Plant Sale  

 This Friday and Saturday  

 

Friday, May 6; 8:00 am ñ5:00 pm  

Saturday, May 7; 8:00 am ñNoon  

 

 

 

 

 

Shop the sale! Enjoy lunch!  

Buy your raffle ticket for a chance to own  

the lovely quilt made  

by the Cross and Crown quilters and . . .  

donõt forget to get some plants for the yard! 

 

   Please also consider lending a hand to the òWorker Beesó 

on Saturday at noon.  All of the leftovers must be loaded 

onto the Goodwill truck, display tables must be taken down, 

and the sanctuary put back together for Sunday.  All help 

will be appreciated.  



   Thanks to those who did spring clean -up 

work before Easter:  Chuck and Linda Han-

son, Craig Carey, Kevin Peters, Zach Cole, 

and Lily Bane.  

 

   Support the ministry of RALMõs Ka-

tieõs Cup by attending òPiping Hot,ó 

a smooth blend of coffee, wine, 

appetizers, desserts, and three 

exciting musical stages.  Mark your 

calendar for Saturday, May 21, 6:30 

to 10:00 p.m.  

 

   Donõt forget, any gift given to Disaster Re-

lief for tornado victims means 100% of each 

dollar into direct work for those in need.  Itõs 

one of the best ways to make your charitable 

gifts work for the good of  others.  

 

      Save Friday, July 8 for the 2011 

RALM Golf Scramble at Prairie View 

Golf Course, Byron.  

 

   Ladies:  Wartburn Seminary of-

fers a two -day Bible study on the 

Gospel of Mark, May 23 and 24.  See 

Pastor John for details.  

All In The Family  
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20ll Illinois Synod Assembly In -Kind Offering  

   Three to four delegates will repre-

sent Cross and Crown at the North-

ern Illinois Assembly June 17 -18, 

2011.  As a congregation, we will col-

lect new paperback books for chil-

dren aged infant to 15 years.  Our 

delegates will offer these at the Assembly to 

benefit the Storybook Project of the 

Prisoner and Family Ministry program 

of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois.    

Volunteers record parents who are in-

carcerated reading books to their child.  

The project will focus on Dixon Correc-

tional Center.  Blank CDõs are also needed.  

Please RSVP the Lutherdale of-

fice, 262-742-2352 or email 

<ENAC@Lutherda le .o rg .> .   

More information can be found 

at <www.lutherdale.org>.  

    All are invited to come for 

FREE and try out the new ropes 

course at Lutherdale Bible Camp, 

Elkhorn, Wisconsin, on Saturday, 

May 7, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  

Explore the new ropes course at Lutherdale  

Caps for Troops Progress  

   Thank you to all who are participating in 

the òCaps For Troopsó effort.  Keep those 

caps coming!  Directions for knit-

ting/crocheting are located in the red basket 

above the coat rack near the kitchen and on 

the poster in the education 

area.  October 2 is the 

deadline to bring caps for 

mailing.  At last count, we 

have completed 41 caps. 

http://www.ropescourseconstruction.com/gallery.php?category_id=6&parent_id=5&photo_id=74&countdisplay=13&start=0


tact you to set up a time they can come and do the 

work you need done. If you would like to make a do-

nation to help our youth attend their mission trip 

and Campfirmation week it would be greatly appre-

ciated, however, you do not need to donate anything 

to have this help. Our youth will raise money 

through their pledge efforts.  

   Our youth kicked off our May work -a-thon on Sun-

day May 1 st by sending around a signup sheet for 

work our congregation members would like help 

with around their homes. Our youth will be asking 

their friends, neighbors and relatives to pledge 

$3.00 an hour to a maximum of $24.00 for work they 

do to help members in our community (including 

Cross and Crown members) with spring clean up or 

other necessary home needs. If you have work that 

you would like our youth to help you with please let 

us know. We will have one of our youth crews con-

May Work -A-Thon  
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Mission Trip Stockholder Certificate Program  
   On May 1 st our youth kicked off our annual stock-

holder certificate program. When you purchase a 

share or more of stock you will receive the following.  

1.        The knowledge that you are doing Godõs 

work by supporting our youth in their mission 

to help others through home repair in Lex-

ington North Carolina.  

2.       On July 10, 2011, our youth will present 

our Sunday worship service. The message that 

day will be given by our youth. They will share 

their experiences with you in an effort to explain how 

your support helped them and their work -site 

resident in Lexington, North Carolina. Fol-

lowing the second service, our youth will 

provide a wonderful luncheon and share 

pictures and power point presentations and 

more stories about their experience. Please con-

sider participating in this effort.  

pm.  We will rotate course in the 

Winnebago County Forest Pre-

serve District (Ledges, Atwood, 

Macktown) and play 9 holes each 

week.  You and your partner will 

be paired up against a team from 

your own neighboring church.  

Normal golf rates ($13 per person 

will apply.  Contact Craig Carey 

with questions and to enroll at 

608-219-6802 or  

cacarey@trane.com 

   Whether youõre a beginner or a 

pro, hereõs your chance to get 

some exercise, enjoy the outdoors, 

and represent your church in the 

2011 Church Golf League.     

League play is on Monday after-

noons beginning May 9th and ten-

tatively runs through August 22.  

Pick a partner (mixed couples and 

older children welcome) and sign 

up today.  Reserved tee times are 

available beginning at 3:00 pm 

and walk -ons are available after 4 

Inter -Church Golf League  

Motherôs Day Car Wash and Bake Sale! 

wash and vacuum your car. We 

are also holding a bake sale on 

Motherõs Day. Donõt miss out on 

these great treats.  

Our youth will be offering you the opportunity to 

have a clean car. Just pull up to the circular drive 

and we will clean your car while you are at worship. 

We are charging $5.00 to wash your car and $8.00 to 
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An Inspirational Story  
   Each week I intend to share an inspirational story that will touch the hearts of our youth and congregation. 

We have been e-mailing them each week but this week I thought I would include the story in the newsletter. If 

you are not getting the e -mails we do not have your correct address. Please call church to update that informa-

tion.  

Warren 

GOD LIVES UNDER THE BED 
 

   I envy Kevin. My brother Kevin thinks God lives under his bed. At least that's what I 

heard him say one night.  He was praying out loud in his dark bedroom, and I stopped 

to listen, 'Are you there, God?' he said. 'Where are you? Oh, I see. Under the bed...'  I 

giggled softly and tiptoed off to my own room.  

   Kevin's unique perspectives are often a source of amusement. But that night some-

thing else lingered long after the humor. I realized for the first time the very different 

world Kevin lives in.  He was born 30 years ago, mentally disabled as a result of diffi-

culties during labor. Apart from his size (he's 6 -foot-2), there are few ways in which he 

is an adult.  He reasons and communicates with the capabilities of a 7 -year-old, and he 

always will. He will probably always believe that God lives under his bed, that Santa 

Claus is the one who fills the space under our tree every Christmas, and that airplanes 

stay up in the sky because angels carry them.   

   I remember wondering if Kevin realizes he is different. Is he ever dissatisfied with his monotonous life?  Up 

before dawn each day, off to work at a workshop for the disabled, home to walk our cocker spaniel, return to eat 

his favorite macaroni -and-cheese for dinner, and later to bed.  The only variation in the entire scheme is laun-

dry, when he hovers excitedly over the washing machine like a mother with her newborn child.  He does not 

seem dissatisfied.  He lopes out to the bus every morning at 7:05, eager for a day of simple work.  He wrings his 

hands excitedly while the water boils on the stove before dinner, and he stays up late twice a week to gather 

our dirty laundry for his next day's laundry chores.  And Saturdays -oh, the bliss of Saturdays! That's the day 

my Dad takes Kevin to the airport to have a soft drink, watch the planes land, and speculate loudly on the des-

tination of each passenger inside. òThat one's goin' to Chi-car-go!ó  Kevin shouts as he claps his hands.  His an-

ticipation is so great he can hardly sleep on Friday nights.  

   And so goes his world of daily rituals and weekend field trips.  He doesn't know what it means to be discon-

tented.  His life is simple.  He will never know the entanglements of wealth or power, and he does not care 

what brand of clothing he wears or what kind of food he eats. His needs have always been met, and he never 

worries that one day they may not be.  His hands are diligent. Kevin is never so happy as when he is working. 

When he unloads the dishwasher or vacuums the carpet, his heart is completely in it.  He does not shrink from 

a job when it is begun, and he does not leave a job until it is finished.  

   But when his tasks are done, Kevin knows how to relax.  He is not obsessed with his work or the work of oth-

ers His heart is pure.  He still believes everyone tells the truth, promises must be kept, and when you are 

wrong, you apologize instead of argue.  Free from pride and unconcerned with appearances, Kevin is not afraid 

to cry when he is hurt, angry or sorry. He is always transparent, always sincere. And he trusts God.  

   Not confined by intellectual reasoning, when he comes to Christ, he comes as a child. Kevin seems to know 

God - to really be friends with Him in a way that is difficult for an 'educated' person to grasp. God seems like 

his closest companion.  

   In my moments of doubt and frustrations with my Christianity I envy the security Kevin has in his simple 

faith.  It is then that I am most willing to admit that he has some divine knowledge that rises above my mortal 

questions.  It is then I realize that perhaps he is not the one with the handicap . I am. My obligations, my fear, 

my pride, my circumstances - they all become disabilities when I do not trust them to God's care.   

   Who knows if Kevin comprehends things I can never learn? After all, he has spent his whole life in that kind 

of innocence, praying after dark and soaking up the goodness and love of God.  And one day, when the myster-

ies of heaven are opened, and we are all amazed at how close God really is to our hearts, I'll realize that God 

heard the simple prayers of a boy who believed that God lived under his bed.  Kevin won't be surprised at all!  

 

FRIENDS ARE ANGELS WHO LIFT US TO OUR FEET WHEN OUR WINGS HAVE  

TROUBLE REMEMBERING HOW TO FLY.  


